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II.—Home AnpMInistTRation. | 
(a)— Police. 


Tue Silchar, of the 7th November, makes tle following remarks 
rho Assam Police Report for 1896 a >" pag with the Assam Police Report 
(1). It is no doubt good news fo hear that the Chief Commissioner 
has expressed his intention of writing to the Govern- 
ment of India for relaxing the leave rules obtaining in the 
Police Department. But the Chief Commissioner would 
also do well to take steps to raise the pay of the officers 
of the Frontier Police. 

(2). Small pay was the chief cause of the increase of voluntary 
resignations in the Civil Police during the last year. 
Government knows this well, but is indifferent to the ques- 
tion of increasing the pay of Police officers. Corruption 
in the Police Department is also owing to this cause. 

(8). The Police service should be drained of its ignorant and 
illiterate officers. Good men will not join that service so 
long as bad men are allowed to remain in it. 

(4). The practice of getting Police reports drawn up in the first 
instance by ignorant officers should be discontinued. 

9. The Paridarshak, of the 7th November, complains of the oppres- 
sions practised by a Mohanta of Sylhet at 
-Raghurchak, a village within the jurisdiction 
of Karimgunge. One feels ashamed to publish all his doings in that 
locality. The Karimgunge Police is requested to enquire into the matter. 

8. A correspondent of the Sanjivant, of the 12th November, com- 
Thefts at Khusiganj, near Jehanabad, plains of the prevalence of theft at Khusigani, 
in the district of Hooghly. situated on the north-west of the Jehanabad 
thana, in the district of Hooghly. The Police arrangements of the place 
are imperfect. The Obudmashes in the surrounding Police stations 
assemble at the local outstill, and after getting themselves drank commit 
thefts in conjunction with the bad people in the locality. A list of 
some recent cases of theft is then given; and it is stated that in one of 
those cases Kritaértha, a Kuluni, and Biraj Mayareni, while returning 
fyom a visit to Tarkesvara, were robbed and assaulted near Khusiganj. The 
daroga of the Pursura outpost entered the case in his diary, but no enquiry 
followed. The District Police Superintendent of Hooghly having been 


A Mohanta of Sylhet. 


i. The Sub-Inspector refused to take down any evidence against the 
defendants, saying that, if the local people considered them to be bad 
characters, they might apply to the Magistrate against them, but as they 
were not involved in this case, he would hear nothing against them. There 
is evidence to prove that one of the complainants, namely Biraj, who re- 
covered a portion of her ornaments, has been bribed by the robbers 
to tell a false story. The Deputy Magistrate of Jehanabad should hold a 
local investigation into the case. | 
4. The Bangdbast, of the 12th November, has learnt from official 
reports that in Bengal Proper a Police officer 
is entrusted with the charge of preserving the 
peace amongst 2,908 persons, in Behar amongst 3,920 persons, in Orissa 
amongst 2,672 persons, and in Chota Nagpore amongst 3,053 persons. 
Thus the people of Orissa, the weakest of all the races in the country, 


‘quire greater police supervision than any of the other races. A larger 


The Bengal Police. 


informed of the case, ordered the Sub-Inspector of Jehanabad to investigate. 
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olice force is also employed to keep the weak Bengali in check th 
f required for stronger races like the Beharis and the hill tribes yo 
N 


of 

re. This shows that there is something very wrong in the Be 
tion of the Bengal Police. un ee ee 
_,. &. A correspondent of the Daintk and Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 

13th November, writing from Muchikhola 
, | (Garden Keach), complains of the high- 
handedness of the constables belonging to the Police outpost at that place, 
and, for the purpose of proving the truth of his assertion, mentions the follow. 
ing case of an affray. between the Police of that place and the Bengal 
Police, of the 24-Pergunnabs, which has an outpost at a distance of a 
half mile from the other. | 

An Agé having been found in a drunken and disorderly condition 
within the jurisdiction of the Bengal Police, a constable of that Police 
attempted to take him into the outpost. While the man was being 
dragged towards the outpost, a constable of the Town Police at Muchikhola 
came by and forcibly rescued the Agé, who was his friend, from the hands 
of the arreating constable. This led to an affray between the two Police forces, 
which ended in the Town Police sacking the outpost of the Bengal Police, 
destroying all the papers contained in it, and seriously assaulting its men. 
It is to be hoped that. the authorities will enquire into this case. ) 

6. The Dacca Gazette; of the 14th November, says that a young | 
widow of Sikarpore in Chittagong died from 
the effects of a poisonous drug taken by 
her at the advice of some men of ber village. It is said that the village 
punchayet had reported to the Hathazari Police that tne widow was 


The Police outpost at Muchikhola. 


The Police and a case cf miscarriage. 


regnant. The widow’s corpse. is stated to have been burnt two days after 
nee death. Has the Police taken any notice of the event ? 


7. The Grdmbdst, of the 16th November, says that the Inspector 
ies Sat eaees tn, Wii of the Uluberia Police, who was deputed to 
: reinvestigate the Khalor case (reported in 
the Report on Native Papers for week ending 12th November, paragraph 2) 
has gone away without making any satisfactory enquiry; and as the 
suspicions of the people are not yet allayed, it is hoped that the able 
Deputy Magistrate and the District Superintendent of Police of Howrah 
will institute a searching enquiry into the case. 


| (6)— Working of the Courts. 


8. A correspondent of the Rungpore Dik Prdkdsh, of the 10th 
The transfer of the sub-divisional vOVember, objects to the rumoured transfer 
cutcherry from Nilphamari to Said- of the sub-divisional cutcherry from Nilpha- 
_ | mari to Saidpore. The Government will not 
profit by such a step, and the people will be put to great inconvenience. 
9. The Sanjivant, of the _ : — - the pc 
i particulars of the case between a student of 
+E the Khulna Government School and Mr. 
Finnimore, Executive Engineer of that place :— 
On the 23rd October last, a boy named. Sitanath Guha, bel 


ing to 


the second class of the Khulna Government: Schocl, complained to the 


writer that he had been whipped by Mr. Finnimore. He. said he was 
standing on the road looking at, Mr. Finnimore’s carrisge. Mr. Fionimore 
was then driving to the railway station. Mr.. Finnimore suddenly whipped’ 
him. It was found on enquiry that the boy’s story. was: correct, and: that 
Mr. Finuimore is in the habit of whipping everybody whom he sees neat 
his carriage when he is driving out, and that: it is for this reasom that 
Mussalmans and Nikaris keeping shops in the Adés often throw brickbats 
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at him. The boy thought of lodging a complaint against Mr. Finnimore 
before the Magistrate, but as the Court of the Magistrate was closed on 
the 26th and 26th, it was decided that the case against Mr. Finnimore 
should be brought on the 27th. ee 

On the 27th, a little after 11 a.u., Mr. Finnimore came to the Gov- 
ernment School in the absence of the head-master, complained to the 
second master agalost certain students -of the school who, as he said, were 
in the habit of assailing him with brickbats. The second master expressed 
et and said that, unless Mr. Vinnimore identified the offenders, it 
would be impossible for him to punish them. Mr. Finnimore then pro- 
ceeded to identify, and after pointing out two boys, both of whom denied 
having thrown brickbats at him, proceeded to make another selection. 
About this time, the second boy selected by Mr. Finnimore complained to 
the second master that it was he who had been whipped by Mr. Finnimore. 
On hearing this, Mr. Finnimore seized the boy and dragged him out of 
the class room. On the second master asking him whither he intended 
to take the boy, he said that he was taking him to the Magistrate, Mr. Clay, 
“to have him caned.” The second master suggested that the boy should 
be left to be dealt with by the head-master. 

Mr. Finnimore answered that he had no mind to make further golmdl, 
provided he had the assurance that the boy would be punished by the 
head-master. While this conversation was going on, the fourth master of 
the school, who was the elder brother of the boy, interposed, saying that 
the boy could not be punished, because he was innocent, and that 
Mr. Finnimore, who could not identify the real offender, had no right to 
lay hands on the person of his brother. Mr. Finnimore said that his groom 
had told him that that boy was the real offender. He failed, however, to 
prove this, and told the fuurth master that he was conversing with the 
second master, and had nothing to do with him (the fourth master). 
Saying this and telling the second master to punish the boy, Mr. Finoimore 
went away. ‘The head-master on his arrival received a letter from 
Mr. Finnimore asking him to punish the boy. The head-master who, by 


this time had learnt the particulars of the case, wrote in reply that he 


could not punish the boy because he was innocent. After 4P.m. that day 
complaint was lodged against Mr. Finnimore before the Magistrate who 
promised to go through the case next day. | 

On the 28th the head-master, and the second master, saw the Magistrate 
as they were bid to do, at about 11-30 a.m. Before this, Mr. Finnimore had 
got an interview with him. The Magistrate remarked to the head-master that 
“Mr. Finnimore had made a mistake, but your junior teachers are very 
impertinent.” He asked both the teachers to send in their written state- 
ments, and wished to see the second, fourth, and sixth teachers at the District’ 
Board’s office after 4.P.m. The teachers saw the Magistrate at the appointed 
time, and the fourth master being asked by the Magistrate what business 
he had to interfere in the matter stated that, as he was the guardian of the 
boy, who was: his younger brother, he had a right to interfere, especially 
because the second master did not know the particulars of the 
case. After submitting the fourth master to a strict cross examination, 
the Magistrate asked the sixth teacher the reason of his interference in the 


matter. The sixth teacher replied that he had simply asked Mr.. Finnimore 


to pardon the boy if he considered him guilty, and had said nothing more. 
he Magistrate dismissed the: teachers, say 


these boys?” 


_ On the 20th, the evidence of Mr. Finnimore’s groom was taken, and. 
it appeared from that evidence that Mr. Finnimore had not s oken the. 


truth, and that no case against the boy could therefore stand. tr 4p. mM. 


| 3: “FE do not like to see. such. 
teachers ascannot govern and guide themselves—how would they govern; 


we 
= 


SANJIVANI, 


BaNGaABSI, 


Nov. 10th, 1887. 


Nov. 12th, 1887. 
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on the same day the boy’s own evidence was taken. The Magistrate wilfy) 
omitted many important particulars in the boy’s deposition. The boy anid 
that ‘* Mr. Finnimore dragged him out,” but the Magistrate omitted a) 
reference to dragging. The boy said “that after leaving him 
Mr. Finnimore proceeded towards other boys, and that it was his own wora 
that caused Mr. Finnimore to return to him and seize him by’ the hand” 
The Magistrate refused to take down all this, saying that he (the boy) had 
no business to make any reference to any person other than himself. The 
pleaders of his court objected to this procedure of the Magistrate, but this 
objection was overruled. 

The investigation did not end even on the 30th, and no summons was 
issued to the defendant. 

On the 8lst, the head-master and the fourth and stxth teachers and 
Mr. Finnimore were called before the Magistrate, who caused the fourth and 
sixth teachers to ask pardon of Mr. Finnimore, and severely rebuked 
Mr. Finnimore in the presence of the teachers, for which last act the 
Magistrate has in all probability privately asked pardon of Mr. Finnimore, 
As for the boy’s suit it was dismissed under section 208 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code. 

It is rumoured that the copy of the report which the head-master sent 
to the inspector has been submitted to the Magistrate for consideration, 

It is not easy to see why the man who interfered from no other motive 
than that of saving his brother from ill-treatment should be regarded as 
having committed an offence. By dragging a boy forcibly out of the 
school premises during school hours, Mr. Finnimore has insulted the sacred 
department of education. Sir Alfred Croft should get an inpartial decision 
passed upon this case. , 

10. A correspondent of the same paper refers to a recent judgment 

delivered by the Deputy Magistrate of Jamal- 
PP ase Bo 9 no la Deputy pore in a fishing case with the view of showing 
that the Deputy Magistrate is in the habit of 

deciding cases of that kind in the manner of Mr. Luson of Meherpore. 
The Deputy Magistrate’s judgment is as follows :— 


“It is proved that the complainant Boloram Jhalo took a lease fora 
fishery called Hajra Bil, and that the accused Miajan and Kohs 
Mamud accompanied by alarge number of people went to that Js and 
caught fish of the 4:2. The accused are convicted under section 879 (of | 
theft) of the. Indian Penal Code, and each sentenced to pay a fine of Rs. 10; in 
default of payment of fine, each to undergo two week’s rigorous imprisonment. 


(Sd.) Syamacnagn Das, 
D. M. 


21-6-87.. 


The people of the place would be glad to get Girindra Baboo for their 
Deputy, and they are sorry to hear that Girindra Baboo is unwilling to come. 
Let Girindra Baboo come by all means and the local public will give him s 
hearty welcome. 
ll. The Bangaddst, of the 12th November, says that Janhavi Chow- 
‘Baboo Sashi Sekhar Dutt, Sub-divi. Ghurani has sent a petition to the Lieutenant 
sional Officer of Tangail. Governor, in which the high-handed proceed- 
ings of Baboo Sashi Sekhar Dutt, the Sub-divisional Officer of Tangail, have 
been specifically pointed out. Janhavi Chowdhurani is prepared to establish 
all the charges she has preferred against Sashi Baboo. The Lieutenant 
Governor is therefore requested to pay due attention to these charges. 
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12. The Dacca Gazette, of the 14th November, says that great 


dies mischief has been done by the High Court’s 
a oe __ order directing that the ana ee to 
pleaders and mukhtears in the Mofussil Courts are only to be renewed. upon 


the production by them of certificates from the presiding officers of the 
Courts in which they practise. This measure has placed the mofussil pleaders 
and mukhtears at the mercy of the mofussil Hakims, and robbed them 
of their professional independence; and their independence being lost, 
the despotism of the Hakims has proportionately increased. The attention 
of the authorities is urgently invited to this subject. : 


(c)—Jails. 

18. The Som Prakdsh, of the 14th a ogy is glad that Government 
i has improved the diet of the prisoners in 
echeceaenek OPO aE jails. The act reflects credit upon the Govern- 
ment. Offenders are punished with three objects. The first and foremost 
is the reformation of the offenders themselves. The second is deterring 
others from the commission of crimes. The third is making good the loss 
of the party offended against. Now it is clear that the first object of 
punishment is not accomplished in this country. The second object is 
only partially fulfilled. The third object is not attained, because the fines 
levied are not paid to the injured parties, but are appropriated by Govern- 
ment. Government ought to consider this matter. The number of Euro- 
pean offenders has increased from 690 to 899, and that of Eurasians from 
190 to 299. What does this mean ? This means that with the increasing 
consolidation of the British Empire in India, with the increasing accuracy 
and strictness of the law, and with the increased experience of the English 


rulers of the country, the number of European and Eurasian offenders is 
increasing. 


(d@)\—Education. 


14.- A correspondent of the Rungpore Dik Prakdsh, of the 10th 
The Sub-Inspector of Schools, Ni. November, complains that the Sub-Inspector 
phamari. . of Schools, Nilphamari, does not properly 
perform his duties. Instead of visiting every pathsala he holds a pathsala 
gathering at Ghoramara. Respectable gurus and their pupils do not attend 
such distant gatherings, and so their pathsalas are never examined by the 
Sub-Inspector. Does the Sub-Inspector of Schools take no travelling 
allowance for visiting every pathsala separately ? 
15. The Samaya, of the 11th November, says that the study of the same 
text-books in normal schools and middle 
a of text-books for Normal yernacular schools is attended with the 
effect of impairing the efficiency of the 
teaching staff turned out by the former for employment in the latter 
class of schools. The same text-book on hygiene, entitled Swasthya 
Rakha, by Baboo Radhika Prasanna Mukherjee is read io both the 
normal and vernacular schools. Thus, so far as knowledge of hygiene 
is concerned, the students of normal schools are in the same predicament 
as the students of Middle Vernacular Schools, and so the teacher of 
hygiene in a middle vernacular school knows no more ofthat subject 
than what is contained in the book which he has to teach. The same 
temark applies to the text-books in history. When an educational officer 
selects a text-book which has been written either by himself or by any of 
his relatives, it is desirable that the book should not be definitively 
included in the list of text-books until it has been approved by some 
other educational officer. The proposal is not a new one. A proposal 
of this kind is found mentioned in the letter of Mr. Clarke, late Inspector 
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of the Presidency Circle, dated the 12th January 1884. That letter 
was so sensibly written, that the Director of Public Instruction caused jr 
to be issued in the form of a circular; but nowhere has that circular 
been given effect to in selecting text-books. 
A Committee should also be formed of men from the different educa. 
tional circles for the purpose of selecting text-books, and the members of 
this Committee should be changed every two years. As an alternative 
proposal, four men, one from each of the four circles, should be selected 
from among the Joint and Assistant Inspectors, whose work is never ye 
heavy, and they should be asked to prepare lists of text-books. If this 
is done, the lists of text-books will issue regularly, for the simple reason 
that they will be prepared and issued by the paid servants of Government, 
. oe 16. Referring to the agitation for the introduction of Bengali ag q 
oe second language at the First Examination jp 
py canskrit teaching in the Calcutta Arts, a correspondent of the Bangabdst, of 

< the 12th November, observes as follows :-— 

The difficulty which a student now meets with in mastering the 
Sanskrit language arises from the defective system on which it is taught, 
It is necessary to be thoroughly well up in Sanskrit grammar before any 
progress can be expected to be made in the study of Sanskrit. 
The Mugdhabodha grammar should form one of: the text-books in Sanskrit 
in the University examinations. For the Entrance Examination, the part 
of that grammar treating of Sandhi and the declension of words should 
be fixed; for the First Examination in Arts the part treating of Sandhi, 
declension of words and conjugations should be fixed, and for the B A, 
Examination the whole of that grammar should be appointed. The 
students will find no difficulty in mastering the whole of UMugdhabodhe if 
it is taught in this way. 

Dacca Gazerts, 17. The Dacca Gazette, of the 14th November, says that Mr. Booth, 
Nov. 14th, 1007. Principal of the Dacca College, is sadly 
wanting in administrative power. Under 
him the affairs of the College were in a disorderly condition for want of 
regular supervision and control. 
Som PRAKASH, 18. The Som Prakdsh, of the 14th November, is glad that the Pria- 
See au pete oe te ek ee ee ey Cees © ae 
Principal of the Presidency Collegeof has rejected the application of his students for 
taes praee. permission to hold a meeting in the College 
premises for the purpose of raising subscriptions for the National Congress. 
School-boys should have no connection with political movements. 
Daren & Samecmen 19. The Datnik and Samachdr Chandrika, of the 14th November, 
Nov. 14th, 1887. Bengali at the F.A. Examination says that it is desirable that those students, 
of Une Valewtts Waivermty. at least, who take up Bengali at the Entrance 
Examination should be allowed to take up the same language at the F.A. 
Examination. The absence of any provision of this kind often compel 
such students to stop reading altogether. 

Datnix & Samaonan 20. The Dainik and Samachar eae of the ae Novent 
a i viiaeieile ‘oie says that it may be true that a knowledge ¢ 
el — ee Sanskrit facilitates the study of Bengali; 

but it is also true that Sanskrit scholarship by itself does not, enable a man 
to obtain a mastery over Bengali. Is not the Bengali of such learned 
Sanskritists as the late Pundits Bharat Chandra Siromani and Jayanarayan 
Tarkapanchanan, ludicrous in the extreme ? On the other hand, it. is well 
known that men like Bankim Chandra, Dina Bandhu, Chandranath, Raj- 
krishna, Nilmani Basak, Akshaya Chandra, though not possessed of Sans 
krit scholarship, have written good Bengali. Again, it is doubtful whether 
the ability to write good Bengali and instruct pupils in the art of Bengali 
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composition is possessed by the Sanskrit Professors in the Indian Colleges. 
Bengali, wil not improve until it finds a place in the curriculum of the 
University. : 
21. The Samvdd Prabhdkar, of the 16th November, approves the *¥#> Passmaxas, 
Bengali as a second language in the proposal for appointing Bengali as a second ities 

pA. Examination, language in the F.A. Examination of the 
Calcutta University. As the Bengali language forms one of the subjects of 
study for the Entrance Examination, it is not easy to see why it should 
not be permitted to be studied in the F.A. Examination also. The University 


should encourage good Bengali authors by appointing their books as text- 
hooks at its higher examinations. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


92. The Silchar, of - 7th November, says that, as the Assam —= soma, 
) nee Overnment never speaks of the work done %°™ 7 1887. 
——— by the Vice-Obsirwat of the Silchar Muni- 
cipality in an encouraging tone, that officer as well as others who labour in 
the cause of the municipality feel themselves disheartened. 
23. The Charu Varid, of the 7th November, says that the rate-payers sa#v vaara, 
The Nasirabad Municipality inMy- Of the Nasirabad Municipality should be %°™’™°*" 
mensingh. particularly careful in the matter of electing 
Municipal Commissioners at the next election, They should meet more 
often for this purpose. They should not elect as their representatives sel- 
fish men, or men devoid of all sense of responsibility, men who would not 
be likely to regularly attend municipal meetings, or men who attend only 
from a fear of being dismissed for non-attendance. Such men alone should 
be elected as will be really deserving of the trust, and able and willing to dis- 
charge the duties connected with it, and will fully and faithfully represent the 
views of the rate-payers and carry out their wishes. 
The Commissioners of the Nasirabad Municipality, at a recent meeting, 
gave permission to a pleader of the local Jadge’s Court to erect a thatched 
hut, but rejected the application of some poor men for a similar permission. 
This implies partiality for rich people, which is a very bad vice. | 
24. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 8th November, is glad to hear Bozvwaw sansrvam, 
Filtered water in the Burdwan ‘that certain proposals for the better filtration Nov. 8, 1807. 
Municipality and the ensuing muni- of the pipe water at present supplied to the 
——— town of Burdwan have been laid before thé 
Chairman of the Burdwan Municipality by an old Commissioner of that 
Municipality, who wants to secure a discussion on the subject in the Muni- 
cipal Committee. ‘The proposals deserve to be carefully considered by the 
Commissioners and the rate-payers. 
As the time for sending up to the Magistrate the names of the persons 
who want to be elected as Commissioners at the ensuing municipal election 
has arrived, let the rate-payers take particular care to send only the names 
of very deserving people, and then, after a careful consideration of their 
respective merits, let them make their elections. If the rate-payers choose 
to re-elect some of the existing Commissioners, let them do so after carefully 
ascertaining how they have done their work during the time they have been 
in charge of Commissionerships. 
25. The Sahachar, of the 9th November, says that the Commissioners | “tims. 
| of the Bombay Municipality want’ to put =" 
dine Bombay Municipality and the down the adulteration of ghee by an Act of 
— the Legislature. But what will laws do when 
everything native and genuine is perishing under the influence of English 
Civilization 2 The practice of adulterating articles of food is just ove of 
those things which should be expected to prosper in this state of the country. 
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26. The same paper does not see any necessity for the proposed 
_ from the Hooghly bridge to Sealdah, If = 
The road from the Hooghly Bridge object aimed at be simply to facilitate trade 
sgcmee the authorities should be required to explain 


whether that object has not been gained by the construction of the Hooghly 


Bridge and the junction of the two Railways, the East Indian and the Eastern 
Bengal Railway, by the new Juhilee Bridge. 
27. The Surabhé and Patékd, of the 10th November, says that M;, 
Cotton, in his capacity of Chairman of the 
mim. brothels Qalcutta Municipality, has laid the student 
community of Calcutta under great obligation 
by removing all brothels from College Street. It is hoped that Mr. Harri. 
son will follow Mr. Cotton’s example and remove brothels from all respect. 
able quarters, 
28. A correspondent of res Hey, ewe of - 11th November, 
era makes the following remarks about the rate. 
ee payers and the Commissioners of the Rans- 
ghat Municipality :— 

Of the present members of the municipal body, the Vice-Chairman 
and one or two Commissioners alone deserve praise. Speaking generally, 
the Commiesioners are wanting in independence, and the rate-payers are 
indifferent to their own interests. Tne Chairman of the Municipality cannot 
brook any display of independence on the part of any of the Commissioners, 

The time for making new municipal elections has arrived, and it is 
hoped that the rate-payers will exercise great care and judgment in selecting 
Commissioners, Let those only among the’ old Commissioners be 
re-elected who have done their duty well during the time they have held 
the office of Commissioner. 

29. A correspondent of the Lducation Gazette, of the 11th Noven- 
ber, complains of the miserable condition of 
the Ranaghat Municipality. Most of the 
roads within that municipality have been long out of repair, aud the dust 
on the Ferry Fund Road is most distressing to passengers during the cold 
season. The Municipality has several scavenger carts, but filth is not 
properly removed from the streets. As the municipal election is approach- 
ing, everybody seems anxious to get himself pw as a Commissioner. But 
once elected, no one will care much for the municipal affairs. 

80. The Pratikdr, of the 11th November, says that some of the 
Commissioners of the Berhampore Munic- 
pality are trying to get themselves re-elected 
at the coming election. Some of them neglected to perform their duties, 
and did not even regularly attend the meetings of the municipality. The 
rate-payers should not allow themselves to be influenced by recommendations 
or by selfish motives or by flattery to re-elect these worthless Commissioners, 
who are devoid of all sense of their grave responsibility. If these men are 
re-elected, all hope of deriving any good from the municipal system must 
be given up. During the last three years the Commissioners have done n0 
work of public utility, and made no arrangements for sanitary improvement. 
if the Commissioners had made a little use of their knowledge and 
discretion in the management of the affairs of the municipality, there 
would have been no room for complaint. 

It is believed that the Commissioners entertain no desire to retrench 
expenditure. In the present depressed financial condition of the mual 
cipality, they have appointed a tax-daroga on Rs. 50, though & fit 
man could be had on smaller salary. During the incumbency of the 
present Chairman and Vice-Chairman, the expenditure on law-suite bas 
greatly increased. The Chairman and some of the Commissioners 4f¢ 
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disagreed about a suit recently instituted by the former. Had the Chair- 

consulted the Oommissioners before instituting the suit, this ridiculous 
squabble in the municipality would not have been witnessed. New 
chaprasis have been appointed, and the salaries of the old jamadar and. old 
chaprasis have been increased ; and a monthly eubscription of Rs. 5 has been 
ted to Mrs. Daniel asa charity. Who is responsible for all this? 
A large amount of money has been expended on the technical school to 
no purpose. Who, again, is responsible for this waste of money? It will 
not be out of place to ask the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman how often 
they have visited the school, and what they have personally done for its 
welfare. ‘The Commissioners have done nothing for want of leisure or lack 
of interest to improve the sanitary condition of the town. On the occasion 
of his last visit, the Sanitary Commissioner recommended certain improve- 
ments in the municipality, but nothing has been done to effect them. The 
Commissioners should give an explanation of their conduct before their 
tenure of office expires. 


81. The Navavibhakar Sddhdrant, of the 14th November, draws 
attention to the fact that the supply of water 
_ Insufficient supply of filtered water in Calcutta with diminished pressure after 
in Calcutta. ° ° ° 
9amM., though it may occasion no incon- 
venience to Huropeans, who do not use much water, and who generally go away 
to their places of business by 10 a.m., is productive of great inconvenience 
to the natives among whom all who do not attend offices bathe and dine 
at noon and require more water than Europeans. Such being the case, 
natives are obliged to store water in reservoirs. But they do not now get 
sufficient water to keep in reservoirs, because the pressure of water diminishes 
at 9 am. Dr. Mohendra Lal Sircar recently drew the attention of the 
Municipal Commissioners to the insufficient supply of filtered water in the 
town, but the Chairman said that the want of water was owing to its waste, 
and its storing in native houses. This plea of the Chairman isin the 
highest degree frivolous. Waste of water can be prevented by proper 
inspection. And as regards the storing of water, how can natives help 
storing it when they want it precisely during the time when it is not 
supplied ? | 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


32. The Silchar, of the 7th November, says that, in consideration 
of the distress felt by the people of Cachar 
in consequence of a bad harvest, the Deputy 
Commissioner should allow them to pay 


Distress in Cachar and the payment 
of Government revenue. 


the second 
the third instalment will become due. As the people cannot raise money 
to pay the revenue due from them even by the sale of their furniture 
and ornaments, it is hoped that the Deputy Commissioner will favourably 
consider the request made to him in this paper. 


(9)—Railways and communications, including canals and srrigation. 


33. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjicant, of the 8th November, 

cannot understand why the water of the Eden 

Canal is not allowed to be used for the 

purposes of drinking and cultivating the fields. Even the crops along the 
anks of the canal have been allowed to die for want of water. 


34. The Surabhi and Paidkd, of the 10th November, says that the 
proposed Ambala-Kalka Railway has no 
chance of being worked at a profit, and 
that it will never be of any use to anybody 
€xcept the Simla-going officials of Government. The construction 
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of the line should therefore be undertaken by some private 
pany at their own risk, and Government should have no pecuniary po 
nection with it. | A a ale 

The same remark also applies to the proposed. construction of g 1)). 
way line towards Bunnu. Except facilitating communications with Caby) 
the line will be of no use whatever. But the rulers of this country appa. 
rently think differently and are ready to spend about a crore of rupees op 
this line. This is the way in which Government wastes money extracted 
as it were from the lifeblood of oe of — rea ‘ 

oppression i ° correspondent of the Sanjtvang 
——_ the 12th November, gives the , following 
case :— 

A gentleman named Kali Nath Naskar was travelling by rail from 
Mymensingh to Gaforgaon.. Having fallen asleep in the railway carriage 
the train passed Gaforgaon without his knowing it. He got down at the 
next station named Kaoraith. After explaining the matter to the station. 
master, he expressed his willingness to pay the excess fare. The station-master, 
a Bengali, refused to hear him, and detained him in the station the whole 
night and until 4 p.m. next day, when he was released at the intercession 
of the correspondent and another gentleman who was travelling with hin, 
It is difficult to say how the man would have fared if the correspondent had 
not interfered on his behalf. It is hoped that the Magistrate of Mymen- 
singh will institute an inquiry into the matter, 

86. Acorrespondent of the Bangabdst, of the 12th November, js 

i ed a the Hajipore wear de~ the Tirhoot 

The proposed abolition of the Haji- State Railway is going to be abolished. That 

Ee station is very convenient to passengers, 

because it is situated near the town. Being situated on the Gunduck river, 

it is also very important for the transport of goods by rail. The railway 

authorities are requested to fix the railway fare at the old rate of four annas, 
and to maintain the station. 

37. A correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 14th November, says 
that it is not only the ryots that are unwilling 
to use the water of the Midnapore Ganal, but 
native boat-men also feel unwilling to navigate it, because black-mail in coin 
and goods is levied upon them by the toll-collectors and their myrmidons. 


(h)— General, 


$8. The Partdarshak, of the 7th November, complains of the illegal | 

levying of income-tax on the sale of the 

_ Oppression by income-tax collectors paddy by some Extra Assistant Commis — 
seals sioners in Assam. No income-tax is levied 

on the sale of tea. So no income-tax should be levied on the sale of paddy. 

The authorities are requested to look to the matter. a 

39. A correspondent of the same paper brings some charges against 

the Postmaster of Bajura. It is said that 

ae. ee of Bajura in some letters are misdelivered after a long 

were time, and others again never reach thelr 

destinations. The attention of the authorities was drawn to the matter, 

but to no purpose. Itis hoped that Banku Babu will make a careful 
inquiry. 

' 40. The Sér Sudhdnidhs, of the 7th November, says that the English 

administration in India cannot be called 

Tose’ © -Maglish administration of gatisfactory, as it looks more to the interests — 
of England than to those of India. It ® 

true that the English Government is protecting the country, but the 


country can not be regarded as being well protected so long as the people 
are not taught to defend themselves. | ae 
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41. The Arydvarta, . ~¢ 8th ery onnaidens the sale of the 
ree ate Nawab Wajid Ali Shah’s properties to 
ee ose be an ungracious act. The Englis Govern- 
ment should now grant proper allowances to the members of his family and 
send them to Lucknow. 
42. The Sahkachar, of the 9th November, referring to the appointment 
: of Mr. Fitzpatrick to the Chief Commissioner- 
‘Mr. — Chief Commis- ship of Assam, in place of Mr. Ward, who was 
aot officiating in that post, says that that arrange- 
ment cannot be approved under which a man like Mr. Ward, who has 
acquired great experience of the Assam administration, will have to make 
room for one who has not that experience. Mr. Ward always thought for 
the coolies, and that was the reason why he now and then came into 
collision with the tea-planters. It is not known how the new Chief Oom- 
missioner will conduct himself in this connection. 


ARYAVARBTA, 
Nov. 8th; 1867. 
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43. The Garib and Mahdvidyd, of the 9th November, sarcastically &*=.& Masavinm. 


observes that, considering the story of infamy 
which has spread far and wide inthe country 
in relation to Sir Lepel Griffin, is would be in consonance with the estab- 
lished practice of the British administration ia India to give that officer 
a lift in the service, instead of allowing him to quietly resume his present 
office. 

44, The Rungpore Dik Prakash, of the 10th November, says that the 
cow is a very useful animal to the agriculturists, 
and cow’s milk is an important article of 
foodin India. The decrease of the number of cows and the consequent 
decrease of the quantity of milk procurable for food will therefore be pro- 
ductive of great mischief. Such being the case, Government ought to pay 
particular attention to the preservation of cows. It is gratifying to find 
that the inhabitants of Saidpore have sent a petition to the Magistrate of 
Rungpore requesting him to put’a stop to the obnoxious practice of poisoa- 
ing cows in that district. Toe Magistrate is requested to enquire into the 
allegations contained in the petition and to punish the offenders. He is 
also requested to instract the Police to be on the alert. 

45. The Urdu Guide, of the 10th November, says that, though 

Commissioners of Divisions, as mtr ig 

Demi say of Mussulmansin the (Government, write in the annual reports that 

Mussulmans are being provided with appoint- 

ments according to Government orders, the Mussulmans themselves do not 

eee that they are deriving any benefit from those orders. It will be more 

satisfactory if the Commissioners give figures in their reports to show to 
what extent appointments in the public service are given to Mussulmans, 

46. The Samaya, of the 11th November, referring to the charges brought 

The mets against Major Miley of the Miltary "Bay 
oane of Bieaer Ee: Examiner’s Office (for which see Report on 
Native Papers for 12th November, 1887, paragrap 95), says that the Major 
ought to tender his resignation and thus avoid the disgrace of a public.expoaure. 
It is not known why Government still allows the Major to remeio jin its 
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eervice. Some years ago, a Munsif was dismissed for employing a chaprassi of 


his court to get food for him. The offence committed by the Major is much 

More serious tuan that of the Munsif, and yet the Major has not. been dis- 

missed! Is this difference of treatment in the two cases owing to the 
ference in color of the two persons concerned ? ris wal Bae by 

47. The same paper says that it is not proper to object to the 

bestowal of the volunteering right upon 

the Parsee community on the ground that auch 
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a step will necessitate the bestowal of the same right upon other native 
races of India. The best view of the matter is that Government shonig 
confer the right in question on all native races, provided they are fit to 
receive it. While the low Eurasians of Chunnom Gally in Calcutta have 
been admitted to the Military Department of the Medical College, there jg 
no reason why the sons of respectable native gentlemen should not be 
allowed to enlist themselves as volunteers. | 

48. The same paper supports the Government proposal to abolish the 

ities esbaikics Hine Calcutta Mint, but says that the copper 
coinage department of it should be kept up, 
and a school for giving instruction in the industrial arts should be estab. 
lished in place of the silver coinage department of the Mint. By ordering 
the establishment of an industrial school, Lord Dufferin will secure the 
sincere gratitude of Indian people. The copper coinage department will 
not require a highly paid agency for its maintenance. 

49. The Pratikdr, of the 11th November, says that the dacoite of 

| Burmah are fighting with renewed vigour, 
They are giving Government a great deal of 
trouble. It appears that the pacification of Burmah will require a very long 
time yet. Jord Dufferin cannot therefore expect to enjoy the glory of 
restoring peace and order in Burmah so soon as he had expected to do. 

50. Tne same paper says that the Government of India has brought 
on India’s poverty by heavy taxation. The 
people are groaning under the weight of taxes, 
But the financial condition of the Government has nevertheless not im- 


Dacoities in Burmah. 


The poverty of the Government. 


proved. With the imposition of new taxes, the wants and pecuniary 


difficulties of the Government ere only increasing. It seems as if some 
all devouring monster 1s swallowing up the incomes of the Government of 
India, This has increased the anxiety and fears of the people of India, 
The people cannot understand how the deficit in the Indian treasury will © 
be made up. The expenditure of the Government largely exceeds its 
income, and this fact fills the minds of the people with fear. Sound 


_ political science says that itis no business of the subject’ to trouble his 


head about the finances of the sovereign, that the sovereign shall look to the 
ways and means of his government, and that the subject, in return for the 
comfort and happiness which the sovereign provides for him, should love 
and respect him as his god. But alas! in these degenerate days, the 
duties of the sovereign and the subject are not performed in this 
way. The future of India is far from cheering. This is not stated 
an ungenerous spirit. And, in fact, everything that the native press 


‘says in this connection is said with perfect candour and great good 


will. He must be mad who says that the native papers write in a tone 
unfriendly to Government, and what they write is always written in & bad 
spirit, The native press has repeatedly pointed out that Governments 
distrust of the people, its thirst for territory, its unnecessary expenditure, 
its breach of promises, and its undue partiality for Europeans produce dis- 
content in the hearts of the people. And the writer challenges any one 
disprove any of these charges. If the Government acts in accordance with 
advice which is given to it by the native press, the country will prosper and 
the happiness and contentment of the people will increase. This year 
the expenditure of Government will exceed the budget estimate by 2 crores. 
The expenditure will, in fact, go on increasing year after year. So new 
taxes will be imposed and donations from the native princes will be accepted 
in order to meet the requirements of Government, but no earnest effort 
be made to retrench expenditure. The financial condition of the Govern 
ment is eo deplorable, that people cannot possibly enjoy peace of mint. 
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And the sovereign whose people cannot enjoy peace of mind must be said 
to have failed in the performance of his duty by them. 


51. The Sangtrant, of the 12th November, says that English competi- 
The condition of Orissa. tion and English rule threatens the manufac- 


ture of salt in Orissa. Last year 477,094 
maunds of that article were manufactured in that province, but this year 


the quantity manufactured amounted to only 235,657 maunds. On the other 
hand, 143,897 maunds of English-made salt have been imported into 
Balasore alone this year. And that quantity is three times the quantity 
imported last year. While native manufactures are thus being ruined, 
the excise revenue of Government is daily increasing. Last year that 
revenue amounted to Rs, 5,16,224: this year it amounts to Rs, 5,29,512. 

Last year 127,750 students were taught in the schools of Orissa, but 
this year the number has decreased to 122,660. Thus, while the manufac- 
tures Of the country are being ruined and the progress of education is 
being retarded, the use of intoxicating substances is increasing. So much 
for the condition of Orissa. 

Sir Steuart Bayley has expressed his regret that in Orissa charitable dis- 
pensaries are not very popular. Tne quality of the medicines distributed at 
these dispensaries is responsible for this state of things. It is the practice 
in many of these dispensaries to administer only a little seem decoction 
to fever patients. And why should patients take the trouble of going to the 
dispensaries for this only ? Government should look to the matter. 

52. The same paper says that, considering the high official position 

of Mr. Ward, the late Officiating Chief 
Mr. Ward's report about cookies Commissioner of Assam, it is necessary that 
and tea-gardens in Assam. : °° ; 
Government should make inquiries with a 
view of ascertaining whether or not there is any foundation for the popular 
belief that that officer had some interests in the tea-gardens of Assam. 

Mr. Ward’s report about the coolies and tea-gardens in Assam may 
be adduced to prove the assertion so often made in this paper that in its 
anxiety to defend the planters the Government of Assam often omits to embody 
in its report cases of oppression committed by the planters against the 
coolies. To give examples:— After mentioning the case of Mr. Gibbons, 
Mr. Ward has noticed the case which occurred in the district of Sibsagar, 
and has only stated ia reference to it that a number of coolies having left 
off work and lodged a complaint against their employers before the local 
Magistrate an enquiry was instituted into the matter, and it was found that 
It was the native doctor of the garden against whom the coolies chiefly 
complained, and that their other complaints were simple exaggerations. 
After the dismissal of the native doctor, the coolies returned to their work. 
Whether this account of the case given by Mr. Ward is correct or not will 
appear from the report submitted by the Assistant Commissioner, Lieute- 
nant Gordon, who investigated it. Lieutenant Gordon learnt on enquiry 
that the planters of the garden in which the coolies worked had a phatak 
i it for confining coolies. He therefore stated in hie report that 
Institution of phatakghar should at once be knocked down. It is to be 
regretted that Mr. Ward has made no reference to this report of Lieute- 
nant Gordon in his own report, and has tried to exculpate the planters 
at the cost of the native doctor. In noticing the Lakhimpore coolie case, 

t. Ward has thought fit to give the following account of it:—A coolie, 
belonging to a tea-garden situated in the district of Lakhimpore, having 


refused to work, was beaten by the manager of the garden, who was him- 


elf in his turn assaulted by the coolie who struck him with his hand and 
‘odali, Here Mr. Ward must be alluding to the case of Mr. J. O. Robinson. 
he Editor of this paper was present at Dibrughar when the case was tried, 
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and the account of the case was published in his paper. Mr. Robinson admit. 
ted at the trial that he pursued certain runaway coolies, pistol in hand, and with 
the object of terrifying them twice fired it without shots. That planters 
pursue their runaway coolies, pistol in hand, and even fire at them 
when they cannot catch them, isa fact which Mr. Ward was not willing 
to bring tothe notice of Government, because he knew that if he did go 
his evidence on behalf of the planters would not be believed by the public, 
The story of Mr. Ward’s truthfulness does not end here. He has 
stated in his report that no collision between the planters and the coolies 
took place in the district of Durrung. But he has been obliged to admit 
in another place that Mr. Luttman-Johnson, the Judicial Commissioner of 
Assam, in the course of his inspection tour noticed a case in which a run- 
- away Coolie instead of being handed over to the police was punished by the 

manager of the garden to which he belonged. This case, in which the 
manager was fined Rs. 5, was published in the Sanjzvani, of the 19th 
Augrahayan, 1293 3.s. Mr. Ward, in noticing this case, simply remarks 
that, as the case against the manager was of a trivial nature, he was only | 
fined Rs. 5. Now it will appear from the nature of the punishment 
which the manager inflicted on the coolie that the case against him was 
not so light as Mr. Ward would fain make out. The coolie’s hands were 
tied to a tree and while in this posture he was whipped. It is no wonder 
that the employer should “occasionally take the law into his own hand,” 
if he finds the highest officer of Government ready to connive at the beastly 
acts of cruelty done by the planter, and that the perpetrators of such acis 
should escape with such light punishment as a fine of Rs. 5. If 
Mr. Ward had not been blind to the offences of the planters, he would 
have perceived that they take the law into their own hands not occasionally 
as he says, but in the generality of cases. 

The subject of the increase of mortality and decrease of births, 
among the coolies during the year 1886 did not receive sufficient attention 
at the hands of Mr. Ward. Accordirg to the Civil Surgeon of Dibrughar, 
the small number of births is due to the bad health and bad nourishment of 
adult coolies. Last year about 4,000 coolie children died, but Mr. Ward 
did not think it necessary to make any reference in his report to this high | 
rate of mortality among the coolie children. He apparently feared that 
any reference to this startling fact would cause the planters to be looked 
upon by the public with unmixed hatred. 

This high rate of infant mortality is accounted for in the following 
way in the report of the Civil Surgeon of Dibrughar on the Aniti Goall 
garden in the district of Dibrughar :— : 

‘Women are most needed during the plucking season, which is at the 
same time the most sickly. It is not to be wondered at, therefore, that 
they are not allowed the time they need to look after their children, or 
that the latter are neglected.” Speaking of the infant mortality at the 
tea garden at Chhotahapjan, the same doctor remarks as follows :—“ The 
large number of deaths among children was due to the garden being under- 
stocked with labour and the parents not being, as might be expected, allowed 
the necessary leave to attend to their wants.” Thus, it is the cruelty of the 
planters which is responsible for the high rate of mortality among the 
coolie children in Assam. And what could be more shameful for a Christisa 
Government than that it has, up to this time, taken no steps to put a stop 
to this infant massacre. 

It appears from Mr, Ward’s report that last year the ins 
visited even a smaller number of gardens than they did the year 
15,515 contracts were taken from the coolies last year under section 
of Act I of 1882; of these only 9,104 contracts were examined. Its 
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on examination that 138 contracts were taken forcibly, and they were 
consequently cancelled. Calculating at this rate, it may be safely asserted 
that among 5,500 men whose contracts were not examined there 
were at least 100 men who were. made to sign contracts by force. Do not 
these men deserve to be called slaves? And yet Mr. Ward is against the 
abolition of this slavery. He says: “It is, however, quite certain that in 
remote and unhealthy tracts the planters cannot do without a Penal Act, 
and seeing What the tea industry has done for Assam, and may still be 
expected to do for it, in reclaiming the waste lands of the province, 
Mr. Watd would be very unwilling to do anything which would check its 
tension.” 
™ In other words, Mr. Ward is of opinion that this slavery should be kept 
up in order that the waste jungle lands may be reclaimed! It is yet to be 
seen whether the Government of India shares Mr. Ward’s opinion on this 
int. 
- Another instance of Mr. Ward’s partiality towards the planters will 
be found in the novel defence he has set up on behalf of Act XIII 
of 1859, which the Government of India contemplates abolishing, namely, 
that the Act in question is liked by the coolies. In support of this assertion 
he states that that is the conclusion arrived at by Mr. Stevenson, the Deputy 
Commissioner of Sylhet, from the conversation he has held with the 
planters in that district. Itis not easy to see how aman who has any 
sense of responsibility can make use of such a ridiculous argument as this. 
The Government of India, if it really intends to ascertain the opinion of the 
coolies on this subject and their real condition, should appoint a Commission 
without delay. 

538. A correspondent of the Bangabdsi, of the 12th November, com- 
plains of the want of a post office at Kalyan- 
pore, a village in the Burdwan district. The 
authorities should attend to the matter. | 
54. Now that the season of Magisterial tours is drawing near, the 
Navcavibhakar Sadhdrani, of the 14th Novem- 
ber, recommends the following points for the 
consideration of Magistrates and the mofussil people :—As the system of 
self-government has workec in most districts for about a year, the Magistrates 
who are the Presidents of the District Boards will be able to do much 
good if, instead of spending their time while on tour in sports and other 
amusements, they endeavour to ascertain the grievances of the mofussil 
people in the matter of roads and communications, They may point out 
tothe District and Local Boards the bad condition of the roads under 
their charge. Friendly advice from them on such a point may make the 
members of those Boards more attentive to their duties in this respect. If 
other District Boards think it proper to adopt the scheme propounded by 
the Hooghly District Board for the supply of good water in every village, the 
Magistrates of those districts should try their best, while on tour, to persuade 
the people of the village to help the Boards in carrying out the scheme, 
Thousands of villagers still look upon their Magistrates as their ma bap. 
Why should not the Magistrates then take the trouble to encourage them 
with a few sweet words? The eer should also inspect the out- 
stills in the course of their tours. While the Magistrates should act thus, 
the people on their part should not sit idle. They should convince the 
Magistrates that Union Committees are indispensably necessary for the suc- 
cess of the self-government scheme, As Magistrates are not likely to easily 
tecommend the abolition of the outstills,—a measure which will touch the 
coffers of the State, the people should inform them of the strong feeling that 
exists in the villages against the outetills, as well as of the numerous instances 
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of the violation of the excise rules in working those outstills, and of the 
increase of drunkenness and the consequent inc ease of crimes like affrays 
and assaults upon women. If Magistrates can be made to see that two. 
thirds of the people are against the outstills, Government will not be able 
to remain indifferent in the matter. 

55. The same paper, referring to the Government circular Calling 
: ae upon the different departments to reduce 

ee their expenditure in order to find money for 
expenditure in Burmah, asks, “what becomes now of the statement that 
Burmah will pay her own expenses” ? 
56. The Some Prakash, of the 14th November, thinks it proper that 
the age-limit for pensionable service should be 
vs une sge-limit for pensionable ser- extended from fifty-five to sixty years, even 
though some inconvenience, as observed by 
Sir Steuart Bayley, should be caused thereby to subordinate officers, 
Many of those who are sent away on pension are found perfectly fit for 
work. 

57. The same paper says that the Government of India contemplates 
increasing the rate of the income-tax for 
the purpose of meeting the increasing ex- 
peuses of the Burmese war, and remarks that it will be the most unjust 
thing for the Government to do, seeing that it entered into that war in 
the teeth of a determined opposition on the part of the Native Press. 

58. The Urdu Guide, of the 15th November, referring to Sir Steuart 

_.  Bayley’s adoption of the competitive test in 
gprussulmans and the Statutory Civil the selection of officers for the Statutory Civil 

3 Service, says that this measure will have the 
effect of practically shutting Mussulmans out of that service. Mussulmans 
may hope to enter that service only if a certain number of posts in it 3 
reserved for them, and selections are made for it in accordance with the 
results of a competitive examination confined to Mussulmans alone. 

59. The Arydvaria, of the 15th November, says that none of the sover- 

ne defense of Tniia eigns of India ever before fixed Herat as the 

| frontier of India for the reason that they could 

not trust the Afghans. It is all very well that the English Government is 

erecting forts. But of what use will forts be if soldiers cannot be found 

for garrisoning them ? India will not be really secure until natives are 

taught to defend themselves. And if the Indians are kept contented, the 
English Government need fear nothing from Russia. 

60. A correspondent of the Rages Pw of om Joh Boreas, 

says that the abolition of the post-oilice a 

ne abeatnense has resulted in great local 

inconvenience, and, as the place is an important one, and is inhabited by 

more than 200 respectable families, it is hoped that the Postal authorities 

will re-establish a post-office there. 


Increased rate of the income-tax. 


1V.—Native Srarss. 


61. The Chdru Vartd, of the 7th November, says that the acceptance 
of the Nizam’s offer by the Government of 
India will lead Russia to think, in the first 
instance, that the fear of a foreign invasion has taken possession of the 
minds of native princes and of the Knglish Government too. It will, in the 
second place, go far to show that the financial condition of the British 
Government is not at all satisfactory. And such an impression in the min 
of an enemy cannot be good for the country. This offer will, in the third 
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{he British Government. This will speak well for the Government. But 
considering that the Government distrust the people of India, as shown 
by its enforcement of the Arms Act, it is doubtful whether Russia will 
take this display of Indian loyalty as implying the existence in the Indian 
mind of any very sincere love for the British Government. : 
62. The Burdwan Sanjicant, of the 8th November, says that by pub- sozowax saxstvam, 
| oo ee re pera lishing the insulting letters addressed by Sie ‘Nov. 8th, 1887. 
Poi Purribé newspaper, ms Lepel Griffin to some respectable uative gentle- 
men of Bhopal and other places, as well as 
by bringing to light various other facts, the Amrita Bazar Patriké has done 
a great service to the native princes of India. It is rumoured that Sir Lepel 
will leave India within a short time. It is not known whether this rumour 
‘scorrect or not. But there can be no doubt that men of the stamp 
of Sir Lepel should not remain in India during the administration of 
Lord Dufferin. 
63. The Pratikdr, of the 11th November, objects to the language — Psat, 
° d in the Viceroy’s letter thanking the ™” " **” 
The Nizam’s offer. = ‘ y r : a 
Nizam for his offer. The meaning of that 
language is that the Government has accepted the Nizam’s offer, and that 
it is willing to accept similar offers from other native princes. The 
Sanjicant is the only newspaper which says that Goverment has not 
accepted the Nizam’s offer. It will be well if the statement of the Sanjivant 
newspaper proves correct. 
64. The Som Prakash, of the 14th N. vember, says that it will be a sow Prariss, 
matter of great regret, if it be true, asis found Nev. 14th, 1887. 
A newspaper stopped by the stated, that the Nizam has stopped a native 
: newspaper in his State for three months 
because it has strongly condemned his donation to the British Govern- 


ment, , 
65. The Navavibhakar Sddhdrani, of the 14th November, referring N4yavmmaxar 
to the offers of pecuniary help made by the nov. 14th, 1897. 
The pecuniary offers of the native Maharajah of Kappurthala and Nawab Aloyet 
eee Ali of Malar Kotla, asks whether these moneys 
will not be wrung from their subjects by their donors, and remarks that 
the Nizam has set a fine example indeed ! | 
66. The same paper says that, although the power of interfering in — Navavinnaca 
the acts of their subordinates is vested in the  "AD#*R4*! 
heads of Governments, yet the heads of 
Governments seldom exercise that power. Government sends an order 
toa Divisional Commissioner for execution, but wkether the Commis- 
sioner carries out that order or not, is never ascertained by the Govern-. 
ment. A fit illustration of this is furnished in the treatment of the 
State of Mayurbhunj by the Commissioner who has acted against the 
exnress orders of the Bengal Government by curtailing the powers of the 
brothers of the late Rajah of that State and by elevating one of his own 
men to supreme power therein. Lhe reason why Government connives at 
such violations of its orders is that it does not care whether the native 
people fare well or ill, provided its own countrymen are well paid and well- 
housed. 


The State of Mayurbhunj. 


V.—PRosPECcTs OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


67. The Burdwan Sanjtvant, of the 8th November, complains of the suspwax saxsivam, 
prevalence of fever in that town and in Yor. sth, 1887. 

several other places within the district of 

Burdwan. Between a deficient harvest, caused by the insufficient rainfall 

and this widely prevailingfever the sufferings of the people are really very 

great just now, bpd lcea s 


Fever in Burdwan. 
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VI.—MIsceLLANEOUs. 


68. The Paridarshak, of the 7th November, says that the manager 

: oy of the Mourapore tea-garden detained eleven 

gerdcts! detention of coolies intes coulies after the expiration of the terms of 

their contracts on the plea that their ep. 

tracte had not expired. The coolies have been let off by the poiice, Wi) 

coolie oppressions by the tea-planters never cease ? 

69. The Burdwan Sanjicant, of the 8th November, Says that the 

Mahomedan community of Bengal should 

ne aiidien seumbigelak of Money the join the National Congress this year, and thus 

correct the mistake they made last year by 

keeping themselves aloof from it. The time for displaying party spirit jg 

gone and the time for united action has arrived. Their own interest as well 
as that of India requires that they should join the movement. 

70. Thesame paper says that they certainly err who think that the natives 

of Indiaare disloyal to Englishmen, and that 
wat Gah Geo aniiven. and their deal- they really desire the subversion of English 

power in this country. The fact is that 
intelligent natives are always for the continuance of British rule, whose 
supersession by any other rule will, in their opinion, do more harm than good 
to their country. In spite of all its faults, and faults it certainly has, they 
love English rule, for they know that its present defects will in time dis- 
appear. It is to be regretted that the common Anglo-Indian error of think- 
ing the natives to be disloyal and desirous of the abolition of English rule 
is shared by the Government itself, which has therefore yet to revise its 
policy of distrust of its native subjects and of illiberality towards them. 
[tis a fact, however, that the Indians love Exglish rule more than they 
love Englishmen, and the reason is that they do not see the same liberal 
stig in the conduct of Englishmen which they are wont to see in their 
AWS. 

Many Englishmen say that the distance which separates natives and 
themselves in India is owing to the unwillingness of the former to mix 
with the latter. That natives fear to approach Englishmen is true, and 
the reason is that, treated as they generally are by the majority of Englisb- 
men in this country, they always apprehend that their meetings with the 
members of the ruling class will not be very pleasant or honcrable for 
them. It is, however, not at all desirable that the two peoples should 
look upon each other as strangers, and it is in the power of Englishmen to 
call better feelings into existence between themselves and the people of this 
country by giving the latter kindly assurances of their love and protection 
and by treating then as their younger brothers. 

71. The same paper says that the purchase by English merchants of 

tusser cocoons at a higher price than what 

_, Manufacture of tusseer cloth in this the native weavers can afford to pay threatens 

a to destroy the manufacture of ¢usser cloth 

in this country. For want of cocoons, the weavers of tusser cloth residing 

in Bankura, Birbhum and Burdwan have been thrown out of employment. 
Ought not Government to look to the matter P 

72. The Sahachar, of the 9th November, does not know who 1s the 

(iis is sae * writer of the article headed “ The English 10 

Ie cas har India,” recently published in the /soneer 
newspaper. The article, however, from first to last bears testimony to the 
liberality of heart and political foresight of its writer. Some think that 
the writer is Sir Mackenzie Wallace, and considering the great. virtue of 
liberality and impartiality which distinguishes that gentleman, it may not be 
far wrong to father the article upon him. 

According to the writer of that article, offences against the natives 
of this country are chiefly committed by yvuths belonging the 
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Military service of Government and to the non-official Anglo-Indian com- 
nity. 

oe But if the whole truth is to be said, the Civil Service should not be 
exempted from this charge, and the interest of British rule in this country 
requires that the offenders of this class belonging to the Civil Service should 
be more severely puuished than the offenders belonging to the Military Service 
and the non-official Anglo-Indian community. Again, it is not just to lay 
the whole blame on young men only. For instances are on record showing 
that men of all years—young, old, middle aged—are equally guilty in the 
matter of offending against the natives. 

It is true that offenders of this class have begun to be punished. 
But two things stand in the way of their being adequately punished. 

In the first place, a'l rulers are not similarly disposed in this respect. 
What is being done under the administration of Sir Steuart Bayley was 
not done by Sir Rivers Thompson. 

In the second place, the law of the country is defective. In many 
cases there is one law for the native and another for the Ango-Indian. 
Criminal law contains provisions under which the same offence is heavily 
punished in the case of a native offender and lightly in the case of a 
European. Distinctions like these will have to be removed before it can be 
possible to bring Anglo-Indian offenders to justice, and, in order to do this, it 
will be necessary for Government to brave and to overcome such opposition 
as the gentle Ripon succumbed to. 

The writer of the article in the Proneer says that it is well for the 
Anglo-Indians in this country that natives have not yet learnt to combine 
fora common cause, and that their sympathies are, generally speaking, . 
sound, being confined to their own families, or at the best to the villages 
they live in. But times are fast changing, and there are not now wantin 
among the natives men who can feel for all India. With the gradual 
extension of education in the country, public opinion is gaining strength 
day by day, and the people are learning to unite for joint action. Anglo- 
Indians should, therefore, be careful as to how they behave in future 
towards the natives of this country. It should never be forgotten that 
popular dissatisfaction has been the cause of the fall of many rulers of men 
who held sway over their own people and were not foreigners, and that 
danger to the ruling power arising from this cause is certainly far greater 
when the ruler is a foreigner. 

The writer in the Pioneer justly says that, with contented India to 
back them, Englishmen can defy a Russian invasion, that is to say, more 
can be gained by satisfying the people of India than can be gained by 
raising high walls all round the country. And this consideration will show 
that they are the greatest enemies of England who are trying to prejudice 
the people of India against their English rulers. The more these men are 
punished, the better will it be for English rule in India. 

Those who say that the distance which separates Englishmen and 
hatives in this country is owing to the fact of the latter not entering into 
social intercourse with the former are either too foolish or too cunning, 

There is no real connection between friendship and good feeling on 
the one hand, and dinners, dances and potations on the other. If it had been 
otherwise there would have been no quarrel between Englishmen and 
Americans. It is the conflict of interests that leads to quarrels and ill-feel- 
logs between Hindus and Mahomedans and between different Christian 
peoples. Let this conflict of interests between Englishmen and natives 
cease, and the gulf that separates them will disappear. This, then, is the 
object to the accomplishment of which the rulers should address themselves. 

et steps be taken to establish perfect equality between the natives and 
Oglishmen and all discord will cease. 
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78. The same paper is glad to see Mr. Cotton, the friend o 
: — honoured by Sir Steuart Bayley, a net 
lft. Cotton's promotion yn ag raise for his appreciation of merit. It is 
oped that Mr. Cotton’s liberality will o, 
on increasing, and that the liberality of Sir Steuart will assume brigbtee 
forms day after day. 

74. The same paper thinks that the Governor-General ought to grant 

the petition submitted to him by some Hindus 
of Benares asking him to prohibit the 
slaughter of cows at that place. This is a fair demand to make in a count 
more than three-fourths of whose population are Hindus worshipping 
cows. Itis also desirable that there should be no slaughter of cows jp 
such a place of pilgrimage as Benares. 

75. The Surabhi and Patdka, of the 10th November, is glad to hear 

eer oe the Calcutta Students’ Association wil] 

The National Congress and the stud- gen a representative of its own to the cominc 

ee National Congress at Madras, and that re 

students of Madras are raising money by subscription among themselves 
for the purpose of defraying the expenses of the Congress, 

The Principal of the Presidency College at Madras did not allow the 
students of that place to hold their meeting in the College premises for the 
purpose of collecting subscriptions for the Congress, saying that they had 
no business to join ir political movements. ‘ The Principal of the Calcutta 
Presidency College did exactly the same thing, more than once, on similar 
occasions, using the samme argument as the Principal of the Presidency 
College at Madras has now done. But both the Principals must be. pro- 
nounced to be mistaken in their view of the duties of students. No 
knowledge which is not acquired in early age can be of practical use in after 
life. It cannot therefore be admitted that youth is not the time for acquir- 
ing political knowledge and cultivating the virtue of patriotism. 

76. Tne same paper thinks that Maharajah Dhuleep Singh’s pro- 

clamation will fail to stir up the people of 
Maharajah Dhuleep Singh's pro- India against the British power. _Thongh 
pet the people feel for the Maharajah, and though 
they look upon the dealings of the British Government with him with 
feelings of deep hatred and disgust, they have no mind at this latter end of 
the nineteenth century to change the golden fetters of British rule for 
the iron shackles of Russian supremacy. It is not known, however, whether 
the proclamation is a genuine document, or has been forged by the paper 
in which it is published, 


77. The Ghoramara correspondent of the Rungpore Dik Prakdsh, 

of the 10th November, complains of the 

Rabid jackals at Ghoramarain Rung- yayages of rabid jackals at that place. Several 

ov people have been bitten by these, sowe of 

whom are in a critical condition. The Arms Act is responsible for all this 
loss of life in the mofussil. 


78. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the prevalence 
of malarious fever at Aulipore and the neigh- 


bouring villages in the district of Ruogpore- 
There is not a man there who enjoys sound health. 


79. Another correspondent of the same paper complains of the pre- 

: ___ valence of measles and malarious fever at Bipro- 

Fever at Bipro-Beauleah in Rej- Beayleah in Rajshabye. Most of the inbabi- 
shahye. Pe | 

tants of the place are laid up. It is, however, 


satisfactory to note that the death-rate is very low this year compared with 
the death-rate of last year, 


Slaughter of cows in Benares. 
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80. The Pratikdr, of the 11th November, says that the Marine Court... iu, 1807. 
of et into the loss of the Arcot presided 
over by Mr. Westmacott, Magistrate of 
Howrah, bas found that no one was to blame for the wreck of that vessel. 
It would have been better, however, if the President’s finding had been to 
the effect that those who perished in the wreck of the vessel were the only 
erscons who were to blame for it, and that they have deservedly paid the 
penalty with their lives. 
81. The Samaya, of the 11th November, says that as people in all = sauama, 
Mr. Theodore Beck and the National parts of India are preparing to send represen- Y°v. 11th, 1887. 
Congress. tatives to the National Congress which will 
shortly meet at Madras, Mr. Theodore Beck, Principal of the Aligarh 
Mohamedan College, has thought this the fittest time to write a long letter in 
the Pioneer denouncing the Congress and its aims and aspirations. Mr. Beck 
says that a representative system like that obtaining in the British Parliament 
is impossible in India, which resembles Europe rather than England, and that 
as the agricultural people of the country are illiterate and absolutely 
powerless against the zemindars and money-lenders, they cannot be expected 
to be able to exercise the right of choosing representatives. Mr. Beck’s 
first argument is fallacious. For Europe and India resemble each other 
in nothing but size. Europe consists of many independent States, but 
India is practically under one Government. As to the second point, 
the agricultural classes may be ignorant and illiterate, but they surely 
understand their own wants. As for choosing representatives, that does 
not require any special training even on the part of ignorant people. 
As regards representative fitness there are men in India now-a-days well able 
to occupy seats even in the English Parliament, and are such men to be 
thought incapable of holding seats in the National Congress? Mr. Beck’s 
opposition to the Congress comes of tae mortification of mean-minded 
Anglo-Indians at seeing it making head year after year, instead of dwindling 
and disappearing as they desire. 
82. The Prajé Bandhu, of the 11th November, referring to Mr. Stobie’s passa Banvav, 
Mr. Stobie’s story of indigo oppres. story of indigo oppression in the Fortntghtly Nov. lth, 1887. 
sion, Review observes as follows:— Has such 
monstrous oppression been heard of anywhere else in the world? Indian 
brethren, oppression like this is frequently committed by the indigo planters 
and tea planters upon your helpless brothers and sisters. We are a quiet 
pope, ond suffer all this oppression in silence. But will God tolerate it 
or ever P” 
83. Tne Sanjtvant, of 12th November, says that the Indian Mirror = sannvam, 
Sir Lepel Griffin has heard a rumour to the effect tnat Sir Lepel Nov. 14%, 1887. 
, Griffin has publicly declared that he is 
independent of the Viceroy, and is at liberty to act as he likes. If this 
tumour be correct, Sir Lepel must be pronounced to Have gone mad. 
And it will be no wonder if, after the charges levelled against him by the 
Amrita Bazar Putriké wewspaper, he is found to have lost his wits altogether. 

84. A correspondent of the Bangabdst, of the 12th November, com- —Baxcasasi, 
plains of the prevalence of fever at Palasi or “°™ 1% 187. 
Plassey, a village near Cutwa in the Burd- 
wan district. The people are in great difficulty for want of medical aid. 

85. The same paper has heard a rumour to the effect that Sir  Baxasnast 
Lepel Griffin bas asked the permission of 
the Government of India to prosecute the 
Amrita Bazar Patrikd newspaper. If the Government grante the 
Permission asked for and the Amrita Bazar is really prosecuted, muny more 
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secrets regarding Sir Lepel Griffin than have been yet disclosed yij] be 
brought to light, and the Viceroy, the Lieutenant-Governor, many Secretaries 

Under-Secretaries and other high officials of Government, besides Nabahs 
Begums, Maharajabs and Rajahs, and their officers will have to appear in 
the witness box. The Kditor of the Amrita Bazar Patrtkd may or may 
not be convicted, but it is clear that a case against him will do immense 
public good. For the public will get an opportunity of judging how the 
administration of India is conducted, and will learn many secrets regarding 
the treatment of the Native Princes by the British Residents, stationed at 
their courts. 


86. Referring to the estatablishment of an asylum for cows at 
Benares the same paper remarks that Goyerp- 
ment should do its duty by passing a law. 


Asylum for cows. 


- prohibiting the slaughter of cows; but if the rulers of the country, professing 


as they doa different religion, do not comply with the wishes of their subjects, 
wby should the people themselves forget to perform their duty? Gadadhara. 
panda Swamiji of Benares has established an asylum for the protection of 
cows. The Hindu zemindars should establish similar institutions in different 
parts of the country and should see that no cows are sold to butchers within 
their estates. They should also see that men professing other religions do 
not sell cows to butchers. 


87. Acorrespondent of the same paper complains of the increase of 
Increase of drunkenness at Bhadres- Grunkenness and prostitution at Bhadreswar, 
war near Serampore. Some years ago there was only one grog-shop 
and 10 or 12 houses of ill-fame at that place, but now there are at present no 
less than five grog-shops and 200 housss of prostitutes. In these grog-shops 
old and young may be found drinking together. The children of Hindus are 
now behaving like yaranag, 


88. The Dacca Gazette, of the 14th November, relates the following 
sad tale of the sufferings of some coolies:— | 
Near the mouth of the Babu’s Bazar Canal 
at Dacca two coolie women and boys were found lying in a_ helpless con- 
dition. One of the coolie women was old and blind, and the other in 
a state of fearful debility brought on by starvation and disease. All of 
them were removed to a neighbouring hut by a teacher of the local school, 
and it was found on the following day that the condition of the women 
had not improved in the slightest degree. They were then removed to the 
hospital, where they are at present. The younger of the two women, 
named Bartani, says that she is anative of Rasra, a village in Gazipore, and 
that her husband’s name is Gopal Goalah. Nackchandi, a coolie recruiter, 
and an inhabitant of the same district, induced her to leave’ her husband's 
roof. False reports of brilliant prospects in the tea-gardens had induced 
her to leave her home. She left her home with her two sons one day when 
her husband was out at work in the fields. The present sufferings of the 
women are simply indescribable. When will these oppressions by coolie- 
recruiters cease P 


89. The Dainit and Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 14th November, 

says that the re-loading of the boxes contain- 

sana Ns Bhat nuisance in Cal ing kerosine-oil at the ghat situated next to 
that of Chuttu Lal Durga Prasad in Calcutta 

causes great inconvenience to the Brahmins who bathe at that ghAt, in con- 
sequence of the pollution of the river water there by oil escaping through 


the holes in the boxes. It is hoped that the Port authorities will take 
steps to remove this nuisance. 
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90. The Som Prakash, of the 14th November, referring to the coming 


National Congress, says that these political 
movements are perfectly useless. The 
Government is interested in the welfare of its own countrymen, and does not 
care much for native interests. So much money need not therefore be spent 
upon the Congress. But if a Congress is to be held it is necessary— 


(1) Thatit should consist of members taken from all classes of 
people, and that every one of those members should be 
allowed to express his opinion in any language he pleases ; 

(2) That the Congress should address itself resolutely to the ques- 
tion of curtailing Government expenditure in those 
departments where such a course can be adopted; for 
where Government spends much, it means only to enrich 
its own Countrymen ; 

(3) That it should address itself to the question of the improve- 
ment of Indian agriculture and manufactures ; 

(4) Thatit should devise means to put a stop tothe maltreat- 
ment of the natives at the hands of the Europeans ; 

(5) That it should make known to Parliament that all branches of 
the public service can be ably managed by the natives ; 

(6) That it should endeavour to instruct the people to adhere to 
their own customs and manners and explain to them that 
foreign customs and manners will be injurious to them; 

(7) That it should discuss the question of providing food for the 
starving poor ; 

(8) That it should consider the question of encouraging the study 
of Sanskrit, Persian and Bengali, and of spreading high 
education without the help of Government. 


91. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 16th November, referring to the 
petition presented to the Viceroy asking 
him to prohibit the slaughter of cows, says 
that it is strange that the Government which is always ready to make 
laws even for very trifling purposes, which sets on foot an extensive 
agitation at the instance of a Rukma Bai, or a Malabari who is an enemy 
of the Hindu community, and which passes laws for the protection of wild 
birds and beasts, should be perfectly indifferent in the matter of putting a 
stop to the slaughter of so useful an animal as the cow. It is hoped that, 
having regard to the welfare of Indians and the improvement of public 
health and of agricultare, and to the religious feeling of 15 crores of Hindus 
and for the purpose of putting a stop once for all to the quarrels which 
frequently break out between Hindus and Mahomedans on account of the 
slaughter of cows, Lord Dufferin will pass such a law as is prayed for. His 
Excellency is sure to incur unpopularity if he does not do so. 
92. The same paper objects to the amount of the Suryya Kanta 
The Suryya Kanta Acharyys dona- Acharyya donation in the district of Mymen- 
ton, singh being spent, as is proposed, for the 
purpose of supplying the town of Mymensingh with filtered water. Mymen- 
sinch does not stand in need of filtered water. It gets its water from the 
Brahmaputra whose water is at all times pure. As Mymensingh is a district 
in which there is a great deal of sickness, and as the Hindu system of 
medical treatment suits the native constitution much better than the 
European systems of treatment, the best way of spending this money will be 
to establish with it a Hindu school of medicine and a Hindu hospital in 
Mymensingh. 
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